A LIFE OF AUSTERITY

to It. Instead of unremarried child widows, we will
have unmarried maidens living secretly immoral
lives. Is this desirable P1

In Bengal, the Marwari Association of Calcutta, a
powerful and important organisation of business men,
again emphasised the Hindu religion's demands on its
adherents :

In plain language, the Bill proposes to prohibit
the marriage of Hindu girls before they reach the
thirteenth year of age, that is to say, before they
attain puberty, for Indian girls generally attain
puberty between n and 12 years. ... If any
one had deliberately intended to hurt the religious
feelings of the orthodox Hindu community, to
change the face of the Hindu society and to insult
the Hindu religion, he could not have hit upon or
devised a more effective means. But in the opinion
of my Committee, no Hindu having any faith in
his religion, can agree to such a provision.2

And the Honorary Secretary of the Bar Library
* Club of the High Court of Calcutta reported, shortly ,
after the Calcutta meetings organised under the chair-
manship of the mayor to protest against Mother India:

While fully conscious of the evils which the pro-
posed Bill aims at and appreciating the object
with which it has been introduced, the Bar is of
opinion that legislation should not be undertaken,
as it is sure to raise a storm of protest through-
out the land as interference with the religious

1 Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, p. 10.
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